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Residential and Commercial

A fire occurred at the home of a notable modern artist, who was also a well-
known advertising executive and author of children's books, Norman Gorbaty.
Since Mr. Gorbaty was late in his career, the collection of art was massive. Due
to the fire, the extensive collection was exposed to heavy soot and humidity
from the fire suppression.

Paul Davis of Long Island was called late at night to mitigate the loss. Once the
art collection was identified, they placed a call to Prism Specialties Art of NYC
& LI at 1:00 PM. Within two hours, the Prism Specialties Art team was on-site
securing the artwork and developing a plan for pack out for Paul Davis to begin
mitigation.

GORBATY
RESIDENCE
Long Island, NY
Loss: Residential Fire

CASE STUDY 

INTRODUCTION

THE CHALLENGE
A fire occurred at the home of a
notable modern artist, who was also a
well-known advertising executive and
author of children's books, Norman
Gorbaty. Since Mr. Gorbaty was late in
his career, the collection of art was
massive. Due to the fire, the extensive
collection was exposed to heavy soot
and humidity from the fire suppression.

Paul Davis of Long Island was called
late at night to mitigate the loss. Once
the art collection was identified, they
placed a call to Prism Specialties Art of
NYC & LI at 1:00 PM. Within two hours,
the Prism Specialties Art team was on-
site securing the artwork and
developing a plan for pack out for Paul
Davis to begin mitigation.

THE SOLUTION
Prism Specialties was onsite 6 days
over a two-week span; working
within PDRs timeframe and
mitigation process. 
Paul Davis needed speed and
responsiveness to focus on
mitigation and construction and
trust that the art and collectibles
were being handled professionally
by a trusted preferred vendor
On-site within 2 hours to protect
and secure as much art as possible
The artist and his family needed to
trust and approve all art handling
Less than 5% of the art was a total
loss

LOSS AT 
A GLANCE

Secure, pack out,
and restore multi-
million-dollar fine
art collection so
home could be
restored..

Challenges

Speed and
responsiveness to focus
on mitigation; On site
within 2 hours in
middle of the night 
The artist and his
daughter needed to
trust and approve all
art handling
Less than 5% of the art
was a total loss

The Value

Fire and Smoke

Peril

Art Portfolios of works
on paper: watercolors,
charcoals
Sculptures, objects,
sketches for children's
books
Carved wood panels
and ornate wood
furniture
Over 5,000 pieces of art

Impacted Items


